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THE CENSOR. 


{ am furprifed to hear an objection to the cultivation 
of the mind, from people of real refinement, that it 
increafes the native fenfibility of the female, and there- 
fore, fubjects her to numerous mortifications ! That 
culture and difcipline render the heart more fufcepti- 
ble, is a truth which I confider as one of the greateft 
encouragements derived from the laborious purfuit. 
‘The great objects of learning are to make us better, 
and enable us to do greater good to thofe around us. 
If thefe are not obtained we have gained nothing, after 
a life {pent in the moft painful refearch. 

I have been induced to make thefe remarks, not only 
from what myfelf have noticed, but from hearing it re- 
gretted by many of my friends, that the modern meth- 
od, of inftructing young miffes, is in a degree abfurd, 
and often inconfiftent with the beft wifhes of their 
parents. It is the defign, no doubt, of every parent to 
beftow thofe endowments which fhall beft befit the 
{tation which the child will probably be called to fill. 
A beloved daughter is to receive every thing from her 
parents, which affection, and perhaps a vain partiality 
can give. ‘The inquiry is natural and important. In 
what way can we the moft fully gratify our own fond 
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wifhes, and facilitate the progrefs of her felicity ? An 
education is juftly concluded on as effentially requifite, 
which is too often ‘entrufted to fuch as are incapable, 
from many reafons to give to it the attention it deferves. 
Every leflon, which is given to the young pupil is 
calculated to foften, im order to. perfett the delicacy of 
her fentiments. Her preceptor dwells much on the 
pathetic, to give a tone to the native lovelinefs of her 
charms. She is taught to look on ideal mifery and 
diitrefs with a tear ; to weep at a fuppofed misfortune, 
‘vith a defire to alleviate, while the haggard mendicant 
drops his wallet at her feet, imploring a penny, unno- 
ticed and neglected ! Mifery, in real life, being an ob- 
ject too vulgar to meet the eye of cleanly refinement, 
the fubjéct receives ‘a perfect reprefentation in a ro- 
‘mance, by imagining an unlucky girl, repining in de- 
fpair, on the brink of a murmuring ftream, meandering 
through the Elyfian fields. 
I would not be thought to ridicule the natural ten- 
lernefs of thit female difpofition ; fo far from it, that 
. Lam induced to excufe their errors, as being juftly at- 
tributable to their inftructors. 
here is a hidden deftiny attached to every being, 
which cannot be controled, even by parental ‘affluence, 
or love. Itis beyond our capacity to make allotments 
for futurity with any degree of certainty, however auf- 
piciéas probabilities may augur from the analogy of our 
own reafonings. The*child, who is born an heir to in- 
dependence may become the daughter of a bankrupt, 
and an orphan without a fubfiftence. Under afflictions 
like thefe, her only confolation muft arife from-her re- 
tigion, and her education. 
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If fhe has been fo unfortunate as to have received 
what is termed a polite education merely, unverfed’ in 
thofe extended views of true philofophy, which, while . 
they dignify the mind, give a modeft.and humble de- 
portment, and teach to find. “tongues in trees, and 
books in running brooks,” fhe will find herfelf entirely. 
unprepared to meet the afpect of adverfity. Notwith- 
ftanding the extent of her reading, the multitude of 
re{fpectable companions, and the judicious notions fhe 
may have formed on the manners of the metropolis, in 





a change of fituation, or circumftances, fhe may find 
one half of her knowledge ufelefs, andthe other half a 
fource of difquiet. She. will neceffarily perceive, that 
her education was given her from a miftaken reference 
to the world, and that fhe has, for the frippery of her 
youthful circle, neglected the folid) ornaments which 
retain their luftre in every clime. 

The ancient manners of the Grecian and Roman la- 
dies, I am ready to acknowledge, would illy fuit the 
refinement. of advanced fociety. But I would appeal to 
the good fenfe of my readers, and afk whether we are. 
not more likely to err on the other extreme, and 
whether a medium between ancient heroifm and the 
falfe tafte of the prefent day would not be expedient ? 
Many ladies fuppofe themfelves exempt from all ftudies 
which do not pleafe.the fancy, as though the tinfel only 
of learning would be proper for their ufe. Not reflect- 
ing that their dignity and ufefulnefs.in life, depend on 
the attention which is paid to their underftandings, in 
preference to their perfons ; to the delicacy of their. 
fentiments,in preference to the f{prightlinefs of their wit. 


















































—- 
. rer we 


a 


»\ 








zO0 THE TOILET, 


Mr. Eprror, 

Av the commencement of a new century we are alt 
inclined to a retrofpect of the old ; fome from motives 
of curiofity, fome for the purpofe of making wife reflec- 
tions, and others to compare the ftate of the arts at the 
two periods. The term, within the recollection of the 
prefent generation, extends not further back than the 
middle of the laft century ; or if there are a few feeble 
old men of 70 years, they ftand as monuments of hu- 
man imbecility, rather than columns that defignate the 
vigor and purity of old times. We can derive from 
them no information refpecting the feelings and the 
manners of our forefathers ; and the curious and the 
philofophical inquirer are alike obliged to have recourfe 
to the cabinets of the antiquarian, to pick out crumbs 
of information from the fragments of a diary, and often 
to complete his outline by the fyftem of affociation, 
making a general, not a particular likenefs. Great 
military or civil events are not forgotten, while their 
immediate or unoftenfible caufes are too infignificant or 
too humiliating to appear on national records. Yet 
the era of great events, is the period of the fevereft 
fcrutiny, with pofterity. Whether William the con- 
queror wore a woollen or a fur night cap ; Elizabeth eat 
fteaks for breakfaft, that were cooked on a gridiron or 
in a frying pan; or Henry the great, preferred bur- 
gundy to champaign, have been fubjects of great in- 
quiry, and have exercifed the ingenuity of many an 
antiquarian, to the no {mall entertainment of the Eu- 
ropean public. With us Americans, orrather with our 
potterity, the age of WAsHINGTON will be a perpetual 
fubject of fpeculation. The cuftoms, manners, habits, 
opinions, fafhions, in fhort, every particular which in- 
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fluenced or occurred in fociety, they will be defirous of 
knowing. News papers, and other publications, will 
hand down many particulars, but it muft require the 
labor of many lives, to felect and combine from fuch 
multifarious magazines. A more direct and fimple 
mode might be adopted, if the labor of the chronologift 
was divided and fubdivided among the feveral profef- 
fions, fects, clubs, and affociations, of {cience, arts, or 
pleafure ; for inftance, the man of f{cience would begin 
his diary thus, Jan. 1, 1801. The academy met ; very 
cold ; no money to pay for publifhing ; no member at 
leifure to fele€t ; no perfon difpofed to read ; fcience 
too much diffufed ; not fufficiently honored ; buy fome 
charcoal before we meet again: Effay on cabages very 
_ good ; Sanctorious ufed a Greek derivative ; did not 
like it : Linneus ought to have written in Englifh. 

Jan. 2. Did nothing yefterday : calculated the power 
of a cork fcrew ; brufhed the duft from two fhelves ; 
Kircher wrote on the plague ; Whifton on comets ; 
fools, they knew nothing ; the laft age knew nothing 
of fcience : Refearch is a fop ; tell me that the dif- 
coveries of this age, are only tranflations from the writ- 
ings of the laft ; that we only put them into modern 
language, and extend their fyftems : Pil tell Fitch of 
this, he knows— 

But Sir, I did not mean to point out the mode, my 
intention was only to give youahint. Among the 
periodical works of Englifh authors, there are none 
perhaps fo generally juft to truth and national manners, 
as the Spectator, Tatler, and Guardian. The various 
pictures they have left of their cotemporaries, acquire 
value as they become ancient. X. 
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BENEFICENCE. 


AN eminent modern author obferves, “ That inftead’ 
of malevolence, this world abounds in men whofe hearts, 
are overflowing with good will ; and who, if they can. 
be convinced of the uprightnefs of the intention of any 
one, are ever difpofed to. receive with the moft tender 
indulgence the efforts, however weak, that may be 
made to effect any ufeful purpofe.” 

To be convinced of this truth, one has only to make 
the experiment ; and although he may be compelled 
to encounter many obftacles and. hinderances, from 
different characters, {till the truly beneficent are {fo 
much aware of thefe fatalities, that their kindnefs will 
be difplayed with fo much the more zeal. 

We are too apt to judge of man abftra¢tly, and form 
notions of his vilenefs in cur clofet precifely after the 
treatment we have laft received. By which method of 
deciding, our opinions muft vary according to the 
whims of the world ; of courfe, we are fubjected to con- 
{tant errors and mortifications, Another pro@efs of ex- 
ploring the human heart, is to fuppofe all actuated by 
the fame motives with ourfelves. In rigidly purfuing 
this, we find ourfelves furprifed at the different taftes 
and propenfities, the obftinate adherence to principles 
which we deteft. The feelings of our own mind give 
a tint to the fentence we daily pafs upon our friends 
and our enemies. If we are confcieas of uprightnefs 
in our conduét, an unfavorable conftruction, however 
honeft the intentions of him who made it, gives us a 
conviction of his perverfene{s and malevolence ; and a 
fure proof of his open declaration of hoftility to our 
intereft and peace. Paffion too hafty to make inquir- 
ies, urges us upon the defenfive, till wounds are given 
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“on both fides, which death alone can heal ! Whereas, 
could reafon and religion at all times fet umpire, we 
fhould be led by their precepts to believe others as harm- 
lefs as ourfelves, and as much entitled to indulgence.; 
hence we fhould be induced * to hide the fault we fee,” 
to note with f{crupulous generofity every worthy aétion, 
and publifh it to the world in its purity, « as a praife 
and encouragement to fuch as do well.” 





To tHE CROCUS. 


[SELECTED.] 
«¢ Upright as are the thoughts of her I prize, 
Second of flow’rs, though little can’{t thou boaft 
May charm the fight, or gratify the {mell, 
I love thee ! for of all this goodly fcene 
Which we behold, nought earlier than thyfelf 
My foul remembers. In my boyifh years 
I’ve marked thy coming with inceflant watch ; 
Oft have I vifited each morn the {pot ° 
Wherein thou lay’ft entomb’d ; oft joy’d to fee 
Thy pointed tops juft piercing through the ground ; 
And, ah ! fond fool! how often haft thou bar’d 
Their tender fides, till thy too greedy love 
Has kill’d the flow’rs its ftrange impatience ftrove 
To haften into bloom ! So do not ye 
Whom Heav’n has bleft with children ; but beware, 
Left ye expofe your darling hopes too foon 
To the world’s fury, there to face the winds 
Whofe bitter biting chills the weakly plant ; 
But fhield them with your kind and foft’ring aid, 
Till they have gather’d ftrength t’ abide thofe frofts 
That nip life’s op’ning bud, elfe ye, perhaps, 
‘May find your hopes all blafied, ev'n as mine.” 
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HUMAN IMPERFECTION. 
i ! i Go, if thou canft, and find Bethpeor’s grave, 
ie Where Mofes refts, the meekeft man of God ; 
¥ \ Or vifit ancient Hebron’s rock-form’d cave, 


By Sarah’s filent footfteps earlier trod ; 
Next fearch the globe, and ’mid this grand review 

Of death’s broad phalanx rifing into light ; 
Dare to pronounce This form, no failings knew, 
' And that, was perfect in JEHovan’s fight. 
I Bold, weak attempt ! ’tis not in Adam’s race, 

*T was not in him fecure from ill to ftand ; 

» oF Eve’s faireft daughter needs the robe of grace, 
And Adam’s gold the GreaT REFINeER’s hand. 


Pen 





‘The following lines; from Mr. Durron’s poem on “ Tue rresenr 
reflect a happy femblance of many of 


STATE OF LITERATURE, 
i \ our fea table orators, in their PRESENT STATE OF ORATORY 


_— 


| A susy throng, in fafhion’s livery dight, 

Rife, at a diftance, on the Mufe’s fight ; 
Loquacious, pert, oppreflively polite, 

; And elegantly dull, from morn to night ; 

. Who {kip about the fair, like dapper elves, 
Loft in attention—to their own dear felves. 
Yet fuch are fkill’d the drama’s rules to fcan, 
And feize the faults,in marnner,-or in plan ; [mifs’d it, 
Can point the fcene, where lufcious XoTzEBVE 
And {wear tis true ;—for they were by, and hifs’d it ; 
Can curfe the players, that grace and action lack’d, 
Start up, and fhow, how Coopzr—did’nt act. 


* 





Mr. Epiror, 

I 11Ke your plan of collecting the money for the Toilet, on the 
delivery of each number ; and beg leave to recommend to every 
patronefs, to have her four penny bit always ready for the carrier, 
that time and trouble may be faved on both fides, A Cuftomer. 








